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See MESSAGE, page 3

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

For the June/July issue, I shared with you lessons we can learn 
from creatures mentioned by the holy writer in Proverbs 30, 
the ant and the rock badger.

The ants are a people not strong, yet they provide their food in 
the summer. (v. 25) 

The lesson learned from ants is that they know what time it is in 
life. They gather food in the summer to nourish themselves in the 
summer, but they are storing some food away for wintertime, too. 
We, likewise, need the food of God’s Word now in the “summer” of 
life, because the wintry tough times of life are coming. We’ll need 
to draw on the storehouses of God’s promises to sustain us and 
lead us when the winters come.

Last time, we also learned a lesson from 
the rock badger: 

The rock badgers are a people not 
mighty, yet they make their homes in 
the cliffs. (v. 26) 

This creature knows that it is weak. The 
badger’s wisdom is that it knows where 
its strength is — in the shelter provided 
by the boulders and crags of the cliffs. 
We, likewise, are rather weak. Our 
strength is found in our God, our Savior 
and Provider. 

There are two more creatures held up 
in Proverbs 30 as purveyors of wisdom: 
the locust and the lizard. 

The locusts have no king, yet all of 
them march in rank. (v. 27)

In my mind, when I hear “locust,” I 
think “grasshopper.” They are similar. 
One locust could not have brought 
down Pharaoh, but a plague of them 
wiped out the crops of Egypt (see 
Exodus 10). One grasshopper is not 
intimidating, but clouds of them dev-
astated mid-America’s croplands in the 
dirty 1930s. God gave both locusts and 
grasshoppers the instinct to know they 
have to be in community with others of 
their kind.

The lesson? The power of communi-
ty. We in the church need each other. 

learning at the feet of proverbial creatures • Part II

The power of community
(And other lessons from Proverbs 30)
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Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶  8605 Woodland Dr.; Black Hawk, SD 57718

A view of the cele-
bration held near Lu-
theran High’s meeting 
place the last 10 years, 
Memorial Lutheran 
Church, Sioux Falls.Farewell LHSSF

On June 14, Lutheran High School of Sioux 
Falls held an outdoor celebration, thanking 
God for the 10 years the school served the 
Sioux Falls area. Operations were ceased fol-
lowing the 2019-20 school year, but Lutheran 
secondary education will continue on the new 
campus of Sioux Falls Lutheran School. This 
fulfills the goal of many in the LCMS commu-
nity in Sioux Falls to have Lutheran preschool 
through high school education under one 
roof.

The June 14 celebration also noted, with 
thanksgiving, the ministry of Derek Bult, who 
served as principal of Lutheran High School 
for seven years, and of Connie Hoefer, the 
school’s math teacher, who decided to retire 
from teaching. The Bult family will move to 
Sheboygan, Wis., where Derek will serve as 
principal of Sheboygan Area Lutheran High 
School. 

Connie Hoefer

Derek and Rachel Bult 
with their children,  
Dannielle, Jacob, Isabella 
and Nora

The deadline 
for the October 
issue is Aug. 15. 
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Call  
Information

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

One congregation may not be able 
to do much in the way of supporting 
missionaries in far-away lands. But 
6,000 churches together in the LCMS 
can send missionaries to dozens of 
countries. 

More personally, when 
you are alone, it can 
be very difficult to 
face pain, sorrow 
or loss. But when 
together with 
trusted Christian 
friends, you can 
be strengthened, 
comforted or 
directed. And 
you yourself can 
provide strength, 
comfort or direc-
tion to another. 
When you are 

in the community of your congrega-
tion, in God’s house with many sisters 
and brothers in Christ, how enriching, 
life-giving and direction-giving is God’s 
Word, and how wonderful is the ability 
to receive Christ’s Supper together and 
to pray together. Like the locust, you 
are stronger in community than when 
you are alone.

Finally, the lizard: 
The lizard you can take in 

your hands, yet it is in 
kings’ palaces. (v. 28) 

Most lizards are small 
and ugly. The rest of 

them are big and 
ugly. You can hold 

them, but why 
would you? Yet 

somehow they 
are found in 
kings’ pal-

aces, says the 
holy writer. They get 

into places they really don’t belong.

In this example, we see something of 
what grace is about. Grace — God’s 
undeserved and never-ending supply of 
love for sinners, at Christ’s expense. The 
Bible is clear that God calls nobodies 
and nothings — sinners — to faith and 
into His royal service (see 1 Cor 1:26-29 
and Eph 2:8-10).

Lizards are not so attractive. Neither 
are sinners. The big deal is that God, 
in Christ, chooses sinners. He chooses 
you. And ultimately, by His grace, sin-
ners forgiven through the death of His 
son will be in the King’s palace, heaven, 
in everlasting fellowship with the King 
of kings and Lord of lords!

Proverbs 30 says there are four crea-
tures on earth which are small but wise 
— the ant, the rock badger, the locust 
and the lizard. But if you sit at their feet 
— if you can find their feet — you can 
learn some big lessons. You can become 
wise.

ACCEPTED
▶  Rev. James Wilshusen, Emanuel/Zion, 

Sisseton/Waubay, accepted the call of 
pastor to Ebenezer, Leslie, Mo., July 2

▶  DCE Rebecca Wiemer, Faith, Sioux Falls, 
accepted a call to, St. Paul, Luxemburg, 
Wis., June 26

▶  Tom Wiemer, candidate, Sioux Falls, 
accepted a call as teacher to St. Paul Lu-
theran School, Luxemburg, Wis., June 26

▶  Rev. Thomas Brown, senior pastor, Zion, 
Mitchell, accepted a call of pastor to St. 
Paul’s, Spearfish, June 18

▶  Jonah Domenichelli, candidate, 
Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., accepted the call 
as pastor to Risen Savior, Tea, 
June 1

▶  Kurt Laskowsky, candidate, 
Concordia Theological  

Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., accepted 
the call as pastor to First English,  
Centerville, and Zion, Hurley, June 1 

▶  Jacqualyn Berg, candidate,  
Concordia, Seward, Neb., accepted the 
call as teacher to Sioux Falls Lutheran 
School, Sioux Falls, April 15

PENDING
▶  Rev. Daniel Grimmer, assistant pastor, 

Zion, Mitchell, received a call of pastor 
to St. Paul’s, Eldora, Iowa, June 9; and 
a call of pastor to Faith, Albilene, Kan., 
June 21

  DECLINED
▶  Rev. John Fries, Grace/Blessed 

Emmanuel, Deadwood/Sturgis, de-
clined a call of pastor to Bethesda/
First English/Immanuel/St. Paul, 
Marion/Parker/Menno/Scotland, 

June 28

▶  Rev. Darren Olson, executive 
secretary, South Dakota District, 
declined a call of pastor to Grace, 
Rochester, Minn., June 26

▶ Rev. Michael Giddings,  

Crosspointe, Fargo, N.D., declined the 
call of missionary-at-large, Northern 
Lincoln County, by South Dakota  
District Board of Directors, March 15

VACANCIES
▶  Hill City/Custer, Our Savior’s/Our Redeemer
▶ Leola, St. Paul
▶ Menno/Scotland, Immanuel/St. Paul
▶  Onida/Blunt/Harrold, Holy Cross/ 

Trinity/Immanuel
▶ Sioux Falls, Faith (associate pastor)

▶ White/Aurora, Zion/First English
▶  Winner/Hamill/Reliance, Christ/Zion/

Trinity

Called to glory
▶  Rev. Raymond R. Adams died in Jesus 

on June 17. His funeral was held in 
South Sioux City, Neb., on June 23, and 
interment was at Black Hills National 
Cemetery, Sturgis, on June 24. Pastor  
Adams served district congregations 
from 1984 to 2009: First English,  
Centerville; Zion, Hurley; Zion, Rapid 
City; and Our Redeemer, Rapid City.
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primary 
focus of the 
LWML 

for 2019-21 is 
Sharing  
Encouragement. 
We are to value 
each other in 
Christ and we 
are to accept and 
encourage each 
woman to grow in 
her relationship 
with others. 

For several months we have lived in the 
midst of fear and isolation because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. At first there 
was hoarding, then isolation, and then 
the grieving and disappointment of 
many planned events never held. 

Love and kindness seemed to abound! 
Then the tragedy happened in Minne-
apolis that shook us to our core. Where 
is the love for our neighbor that Jesus 
taught? What can we do or say? We 
need to really read and take to heart 
what Jesus says in the Scriptures — to  
love God and our neighbor. Examine 
your heart and mind, see what you 
need to change and ask for God’s help 
through prayer.

As the new LWML South Dakota 
District president, I want to introduce 
you to my family. Scott and I married 
in 1977, went to law school and medical 
school, respectively, and then had three 
beautiful daughters. Katherine and An-
thony have two little boys. Kristen and 
Billy have four children, and Sarah and 
Johnny have two small children. I am 
grateful for their faith in Jesus Christ.

You will learn more about them as the 
time goes on!

I look forward to what God has in His 
plans for the LWML South Dakota 
District!

Meet the
new  
president

Welcome to the 2020 South Dakota 
State Fair, which is still scheduled for 
Sept. 3-7 in Huron. The theme this 
year is “Perfect Vision of Fun.” Our 
sight has been a bit distorted this 
year with the many changes in our 
normal routines, but our vision is 
always clear and focused on Jesus. 

We hope you can come volunteer 
and share Jesus with us and the 
Utecht family at the Puppet Place. 

The 2020 volunteer schedule is:
• Thursday, Sept. 3 – Aberdeen Zone
• Friday, Sept. 4 – Black Hills Zone
• Saturday, Sept. 5 – Brookings Zone
• Sunday, Sept. 6 – Chamberlain Zone
• Monday, Sept. 7 – Milbank Zone
We hope to see you all at the Puppet 
Place this year. 

State Fair, here we come!

Special greeters made guests feel  
welcome to the Puppet Place in 2019.

As I prepared this Pierre Zone report, 
we were just starting to get back to 
doing many of the activities that we 
have not been able to do for the last 
few months. 

Today, our church held its first 
in-person service! It was so great to be 
together again in our sanctuary, seeing 
each other and our pastors face to 
face, even at a distance with masks on. 
Even as foreign or uncomfortable as 
this may be, God alone knows and sees 
how this will play out in our future. By 
the time you read this, I am prayer-
ful that we are again free to embrace 
each other and meet concerning our 
mission work as a group. 

However, even while we have not 
been meeting in our normal fashion 
for several months, the LWML has 
been at work in the Pierre Zone, and 
I am confident this has been the case 
in your zone too. We as individuals 

have been checking in on each other 
through phone calls, Facebook and 
other social media. We have been sew-
ing masks for our families and others 
in need. Two of our zone groups were 
able to collect and assemble many 
health kits to be given to Orphan 
Grain Train. 

One group has started to carefully 
physically meet again. Each of our 
groups elected delegates to our con-
vention, and the delegates were able to 
complete their duties of voting for our 
mission grants, updating the Bylaws, 
approving a budget and electing new 
officers. It was not in the traditional 
manner, but it was accomplished and 
God was still at the helm, guiding our 
decisions and actions. Even though we 
are not together physically, we are still, 
as individuals, serving the Lord with 
our hands, feet, voice, lips, money, 
wills and our energy to reach out to 
others in need.

We have all learned so many things 
through this experience. For me per-
sonally, it has been a time to dive more 

Pierre Zone 
report

See REPORT, page 6

Patty Peters
LWML South Dakota 
District President
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Hello, my name is Clint Olaf 
Thorson. I am excited and hum-
bled that you have chosen me to be 

your LWML district junior counselor. I 
look forward to working with and serving 
with you and getting to know all of you 
as we proclaim the name of the Lord to 
South Dakota and the world. 

I was asked to write a little about myself 
for my first HiLites article to help all of 
you get to know me a little better, but be-
fore I get into that, I want to ask all of you 
to answer this question … “Who are you?” 

As I stated in the beginning of my letter, my name is Clint Olaf 
Thorson. I was born and raised on a wheat farm in eastern 
Colorado, north of a small town called Vona (between Burling-
ton and Limon along I-70, if you are interested). 
We also raised beef cattle until I was a freshman 
in high school. I have attended way too much 
school, as I studied physics for three years at 
the Colorado School of Mines. I did not get a 
physics degree there, but transferred to Concor-
dia University, Nebraska, and earned a degree in 
theology after another three years. 

From there, I went on to attend Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. After four years, I graduat-
ed and then stayed an additional year for more 
education. Then, finally, after 11 years of “post-
high school” education, I took a call to Garland, 
Texas, and served as the sole pastor at Tree of 
Life Lutheran Church. I served there for almost 
four years before taking the call to serve two 
congregations here in South Dakota, Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, Madison, and St. John Luther-
an Church, Howard. 

Rev. Clint Olaf 
Thorson
LWML District  
Counselor

I am married to a wonderful woman named Amber Marie 
Thorson (Schwartz). We have three beautiful daughters — 
Aliyah Marie, 7, Anja Lynn, 5, and Ariana Nicole, 1. 

Now you know more about me, but who am I? While these 
tidbits of information begin to fill in some of the picture, to 
know who I am, we have to come at it a little differently. I 
started where we all did, as a dead man because of sin. Then, 
on Aug. 26, 1984, something incredible happened. It was on 
that day that God called me through the waters of Baptism to 
be different. He called me to life. He called me to be His son. 
He chose me to join His family and promised to always be  
my God. 

To be sure, I am a husband, father, pastor, life-long student 
and so many others things, but most importantly I am a 
forgiven child of God, bought by the blood of Christ and called 
by the Spirit through the Gospel. And that is what makes all 
the other things that I do and am so special, because I get to 
proclaim the excellencies of Him who redeemed me through 
all of those other roles that I fill. I get to be me because Jesus is 
who He is — my Lord, my Savior and my God. 

Now, who are you? I asked you to think about that question 
before I got into my own life. What did you come up with? 
How did you answer that? Let me help. 

1 Peter 2:9 gives you a great starting place by 
reminding you that:

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvel-
ous light.

God has called you to be His children. No matter what else 
has happened in your life, our Lord has called 
you to be His. He has paid for your sins with 
the precious blood of Christ. And now our Lord 
has put us in partnership. We get to serve our 
churches and state and even the world together. 
And together, we get to proclaim the freedom 
from sin that Jesus won for all. 

That is who we are — God’s children called to 
proclaim His excellencies in our daily lives in 
both ordinary and extraordinary times. You 
and I get to bless others with the same sure 
knowledge that we have, so that they can know 
who Jesus is and who they are in Him. What a 
wonderful blessing for you and me. 

I look forward to living that blessing and  
working with you all in the LWML South  
Dakota District. 

God’s peace and blessings. 

Who are you?

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

We get to serve 
our churches and 
state and even the 
world together. 
And together, we 
get to proclaim 
the freedom from 
sin that Jesus 
won for all. 
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deeply into a personal devotion time 
with my spouse. Phone calls are made 
and received from people who I have 
not talked to for a long time. Time with 
family is especially cherished. 

I am sure that your experience has had 
some special high moments as well, 
along with some very lonely ones. 

Through it all, God has been there. He 
will always be there, holding us tightly 
in His hands and using us wherever 
and whenever He has need of us. What 
an amazing God we serve!

In His service, 
Jan Larson, Pierre Zone President

REPORT  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4)

The LWML South Dakota District con-
vention was not held in Yankton as 
planned due to COVID-19. Convention 
elections were carried out via paper 
ballots. Following are the election 
results.

The proposed budget of $127,073 
which includes a mission goal of 
$123,573, was approved.

The 2020–22 approved Mission 
Grants are (plurality ranking):
 1.  Concordia Theological Seminary 

Food and Clothing Co-op, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. – $5,000 

 2.   LCMS Missionary Support, At Just 
the Right Time, Mission Central – 
$5,000

 3.   I was a Stranger: Lutheran Books 
for Immigrants in South Dakota, 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation – 
$5,000

 4.   Equipping and Strengthening the 
Early Learning Ministry to Chil-
dren and Families, Hot Springs – 
$4,000 

 5.   Community Outreach Mission at 
Trinity Lutheran, Belle Fourche – 
$5,000

 6.   Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, 
Chapel Audio Equipment – $3,000

 7.   Lutheran Center for Religious 
Liberty – $4,000

 8.   Graduate School Support for 
International Students, Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis – $5,000 

 9.   Christ’s Mercy in Russia – $5,000 

 10.  Sioux Falls Lutheran School, Play-
ground Equipment and Musical 
Instruments – $5,000

 11.  Student Mercy Medical Team 
Scholarships – $3,000

 12.  Lutheran Books for Schools in 
Papua New Guinea – $5,000

Officer elections
President: Patty Peters
VP of Christian Life: Susan 
Buxcel
VP of Gospel Outreach:  
Jan Larson
Treasurer: Melissa Brock
Pastoral Counselor: Rev. Clint 
Olaf Thorson
Nominating Committee: Ann 
Cruse (chairman), Nancy  
Bogenhagen, Pat Reichert

Officer installation was held 
via Zoom on June 14. A link has been 
posted at sdlwml.org for viewing. 
Click the “2020 LWML South Dakota 
District Convention” link at the top 
of the page and find the link under 
“Convention Resources.”

All proposed Bylaw revisions were 
approved.

Convention offerings
1. 2020-22 Mission Goal – $6,572
2. Bethesda Lutheran Home – $2,000

The LWML South Dakota Board of 
Directors voted in May that the 2022 
convention will be held in Yankton. 
This is a change from the previous 
schedule, but those in Yankton are 
anxious to host us since they missed 
out this year.

Members of the Sioux Falls Zone 
enjoy a “convention” walk. Even 
though the walk didn’t get to 
take place in Yankton, the ladies 
got the walk in anyway!

2020
convention report
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

I wonder how you might fill 
in the blank in the follow-
ing sentence: “_____ lives 

matter.” 

Just think of all the correct and 
constructive responses a person 
might have to that prompt. 
Because of our political culture, 
many of those constructive re-
sponses have been, and continue 
to be, attacked. Surely, the best 
answer would be that all lives 
matter. Yet I believe even that 
statement is incomplete.

I have been thinking about the 
weakness of such a short slogan 
ever since I first saw social-me-
dia memes with “all lives matter” 
printed on an image of the crucifix-
ion. The picture fills in so many gaps. 
Combined with Jesus’ cross, the phrase 
carries the full freight of the Gospel 
expressed in John 3:16.

With that meaning behind the phrase, 
we are able to say that all lives matter, 
absolutely and eternally. Without that 
eternal Gospel focus, any life referenced 
by any word filling the blank matters 
less or very little. That is because the 
statement begs the question: To whom 
do these lives matter? Do these lives 
matter to people in a political context 
where they represent votes? Do they 
matter in the context of one community 
or one part of a city? Do they matter be-
cause they are in the media or the focus 
of popular culture? 

Politics change. Cities spring up and 
crumble. Popularity is redefined daily. 
Value that is relative is no value at all.

In fact, stated in its most popular 
way, the strength of the proclamation 
that certain lives matter rests on the 
character or authority of the speaker. In 
other words, if I say only “Unborn lives 
matter!”, I might as well add “Because I 
say so!” Even if I get a bunch of people 
to shout it with me, our proclamation of 
value rests only on our ability to assert 
ourselves or create a loud noise. That’s 

why you have seen certain groups in our 
society working so hard to make them-
selves heard and to be extremely loud.

Don’t get me wrong. As you read this 
today, my goal is to inspire you to 
become more involved in the fight for 
life in these divided United States not 
exclusively, but especially, on behalf 
of the unborn. I assume that you have 
felt the same way I have and the same 
way many others in our nation have 
felt as you have watched the fearful and 
traumatic events that have unfolded so 
far this year. Many are asking, “What 
can I do?”

The answer is surprisingly simple: 
Speak up. While the work we do in 
Christ can involve a variety of service, 
it always involves speaking the Gospel. 
There always must be a witness for the 
reason we minister to the sick, feed the 
poor, offer relief to victims of natural 
disasters, defend the persecuted and 
befriend the outcast. We do all of this 
because Jesus said that all lives matter 
to Him. Their value is fixed by the sac-
rifice of His life on the cross, and our 
proclamation has strength because of 
the way He has sent us to say it. 

So, say that to your city coun-
cil, and the elected leaders in 
your county, state and nation. Say it 

to the leaders in other states 
with e-mails and thoughtful 
hand-written notes or evangeli-
cal phone calls. You might  
have to say it in your congrega-
tional assembly or family de-
votions. You may even surprise 
your next-door neighbors if  
you tell them.

What gives you the right to  
do all that? After His resur-
rection, Jesus came to His 
disciples and said:

“All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore, and make disciples 
of all nations.”  
— Matt. 28:18-19

By virtue of your Baptism, He has given 
you not only the right, but also the 
responsibility, during times like these 
to speak up and declare that every life 
matters to Jesus and that He Himself 
has made it known by His cross and 
empty tomb. As you do, you won’t be 
alone. Don’t worry about how many 
others join with you or the volume of 
your message. This same Jesus also 
promised to be with you always and has 
declared, “The one who hears you hears 
me” (Luke 10:16).

Your friend and 
fellow worker,
Pastor Chris 

Rev. Chris Navurskis 
serves as pastor 
of Mount Calvary, 
Huron, and is life 
coordinator of the 
South Dakota District. He can be reached  
at pcnavurskis@gmail.com.

Every life matters, in Christ!

G
et

ty
 Im

ag
es



8  /  SOUTH DAKOTA

DISTRICT NEWS

The 62nd Convention of the South 
Dakota District will be held April 
11-13 in Sioux Falls.

The opening service will be held at 
6:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 11, in the 
Sioux Falls Lutheran School chapel. 

Business sessions will be held April 12-
13 at Sioux Falls Convention Center.

Rev. Michael Newman, president of the 

Texas District, will be the essayist.

The registration fee (voting and advi-
sory delegate) is $150. Each congrega-
tion or parish is to be represented by 
one pastoral voting delegate and one 
lay voting delegate. Congregations in 
multiple-point parishes that are not 
sending the voting lay delegate may 
send an advisory lay delegate. Such 
advisory delegates have a voice but no 

Deadlines
v  Nov. 25 

Delegate names due 

v  Dec. 11 
Reports and Overtures due 

v  Jan. 11, 2021 
Circuit visitor names due

v  Feb. 11, 2021 
District president and vice- 
president nominations due 

v  March 11, 2021 
Delegate registrations and fees 
due 

vote in convention business sessions. 
All voting and advisory delegates must 
pay the $150 registration fee.

Congregations and parishes should 
elect their delegates between now and 
Nov. 25, being sure to also elect alter-
nate delegates.  

A mailing with this information and 
many more details will be sent to each 
congregation on or near Sept. 1.

Call Day 2020
e rejoice with the 194 semi-
nary students who received 

first call placements and assign-
ments as pastors, deaconesses, vicars 
and deaconess interns during the Call 
Day services on April 28 at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis (CSL), and April 
29 at Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Fort Wayne (CTSFW), Ind. There were 
113 assignments made out of CSL and 
81 assignments made out of CTSFW.

Call Day 2020 by the numbers:
▶ 194 total students
▶ 103 first call placements as pastors
▶  Three first call placements as  

deaconesses
▶ 83 assignments as vicars
▶  Five assignments as deaconess interns

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the services of both seminaries were 
held entirely online — for the first time 
in either seminary’s history. Despite the 

nontraditional format, seminary presi-
dents Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer (CSL) and 
Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. Rast Jr. (CTSFW) 
encouraged the students to embrace 
their unique circumstances. 

“In the 181 years of Concordia Semi-
nary, there has never been a class like 
yours,” Meyer said. “Years from now, 
you’ll tell your children and grandchil-
dren, ‘We were the coronavirus class. 
Call Day was virtual!’

“You are being sent to flesh-and-blood 
people, with hurts and hopes, with joys 
and sorrows. And you’re being sent 
by the spirit of the Lord Jesus to draw 
alongside them in their walk toward 
home and their walk toward life.” 

“Faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen, 
teaches Hebrews 11:1,” Rast said. “Our 
faith is being tested, but we are not 
overcome. Our patience is tried, but we 
remain faithful. For in all things, our 
risen Lord Christ continues to care for 
His church by providing able servants 
of the Word.”

Please join us in giving a 
special welcome to the 
pastors who received first 
calls to the South Dakota 
District!

Kurt Laskowsky 
(CTSFW)

Pastor
First English, 
Centerville, and 
Zion, Hurley

Jonah  
Domenichelli 
(CTSFW)

Pastor
Risen Savior, 
Tea


